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1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT 



2. AMBASSADOR MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER CHOI KWANG SOO 

FEBRUARY 10 ON KA 858 IN THE UNSC. ASST. MIN. PARK SOO 

GIL, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTOR GENERAL KIM SAI- 

TAIK, U.N. AFFAIRS DIRECTOR HWANG YONG-SIK AND POLCOUNS 

WERE ALSO PRESENT. AMBASSADOR TOOK OCCASION TO ALSO 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 02 SEOUL 01630 I00830Z 

COMMEND TO CHOI'S ATTENTION THE SECRETARYS SPEECH ON 
U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS. CHOI REMARKED BRIEFLY THAT THE 
CHOICE OF SECRETARY BAKER TO HEAD OUR DELEGATION TO THE 
INAUGURATION WAS A VERY GOOD ONE. IN MEETING FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER NAKASONE AT KIMPO, HOWEVER, SOMEONE (PRESUMABLY 
ON THE JAPANESE SIDE) HAD SUGGESTED WE WERE GOING TO 
EMPHASIZE EXCHANGE RATE ISSUES DURING THE VISIT. THE 
AMBASSADOR REASSURED CHOI THAT EXCHANGE RATES WERE ONLY 
ONE ITEM ON SECRETARY BAKER'S AGENDA, AND WE WOULD NOT DO 
ANYTHING INAPPROPRIATE TO THE OCCASION. SECRETARY BAKER 
WOULD BE ALSO DISCUSSING THE BROADER ASPECTS OF OUR 
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RELATIONSHIP. 



3. ON THE PRIMARY SUBJECT OF KA 858, CHOI AGAIN EXPRESSED 
HIS DEEP APPRECIATION FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE, AND MADE 
PARTICULAR MENTION OF THE COOPERATION RECEIVED FROM THE 
U.S. MISSION IN NEW YORK. HE HAD MET WITH PRESIDENT CHUN 
DOO HWAN IN THE MORNING AND IT HAD BEEN DECIDED TO TAKE 
THE CASE TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL. A LETTER, BASED UPON A 
DRAFT SUBMITTED BY AMB. PARK IN NEW YORK, WOULD BE SENT 
BETWEEN 1 0 AM AND MIDNIGHT (LOCAL TIME) IN ORDER TO BE 
AVAILABLE BY MID-DAY AS SUGGESTED REFTEL. DESPITE HIS 
CONFIDENCE IN NOW HAVING SUFFICIENT VOTES, CHOI FELT THE 
WORDING OF THE LETTER SHOULD BE SUITABLY MODERATE TO 
DECREASE THE NEED FOR THE SOVIETS TO CALL FOR A VOTE. THE 
GOJ HAD ALSO AGREED TO SUBMIT A REQUEST TO CONVENE. PARK 
SOO GIL AND DIRECTOR HWANG WOULD LEAVE FOR NEW YORK ON THE 
1 1TH, AND CHOI WAS CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF GOING 
HIMSELF FOR THE PERIOD OF ACTUAL DEBATE, ALTHOUGH THE 
TIMING WAS "AWKWARD" IN VIEW OF THE POLITICAL CALENDAR HERE. 

4. CHOI REPEATED HIS ASSURANCES THAT THE ROKG WOULD NOT 
SEEK TO EMBARRASS THE SOVIETS OR CHINESE, NOR SEEK A 
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RESOLUTION UNLESS THERE WAS A CONSENSUS. THE DOOR WOULD 
BE LEFT OPEN FOR THE NORTH KOREANS, IN LINE WITH THE 
PRINCIPAL GOAL OF REDUCING TENSIONS ON THE PENINSULA. 

5. CHOI NOTED THAT KOREA HAD WORKED HARD ON FIJI, 
LIBERIA, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA. AS A RESULT, FIJI HAD 
BROKEN RELATIONS WITH THE NORTH, LIBERIA HAD STOPPED ONLY 
ONE STEP SHORT OF THAT, AND PNG WAS STILL UNCERTAIN. 
THERE WERE NOW 59 COUNTRIES THAT HAD ISSUED STATEMENTS ON 
KA 858, AND 30 OF THEM NAMED NORTH KOREA. PARK SOO GIL 
FELT THIS SUPPORTED HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT AS MANY 
COUNTRIES AS POSSIBLE SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO SPEAK IN THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL. THE AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT SUCH 
TACTICS WOULD BEST BE WORKED OUT IN NEW YORK. CHOI AND 
PARK SAID THAT THE ROKG HAD MADE A STRONG EFFORT TO GET 
BAHRAIN TO ADD ITS OWN REQUEST TO THE SECURITY COUNSEL, 
BUT DID NOT EXPECT TO GET ANYWHERE WITH THE CAUTIOUS 
BAHRAINIS. CHOI ASKED THAT WE MAKE ONE MORE PITCH IN 
MANAMA FOR MORE ACTIVE BAHRAIN! SUPPORT IN THE U.N. 

6. COMMENT. IF THE QUESTION OF CHOI'S PRESENCE IN NEW 
YORK DOES ARISE, WE SHOULD PROBABLY NOT PUSH THE ROKG 
TOWARD UPGRADING THE LEVEL OF ITS REPRESENTATION. WITH 
THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION SCHEDULED FOR FEB. 25, AND A 
NUMBER OF COUNTRIES SENDING HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS, CHOI 
IS UNDERSTANDABLY RELUCTANT TO ABSENT HIMSELF FROM SEOUL. 
A LOW-KEY EFFORT IN MANAMA TO ENGAGE THE BAHRAINIS MORE 
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ACTIVELY IN THE U.N. STRATEGY WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. EVEN 
IF THE BAHRAINIS CHOSE NOT TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT OF THE 
ROKG, A LETTER OR DOCUMENT ATTESTING TO THE IDENTITY OF 
THE WOMAN IN SEOUL (BEING THE SAME AS THE ONE THEY 
ARRESTED) WOULD BE VERY HELPFUL. END COMMENT LILLEY 
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